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Jackie Chan:

Do you know what makes me scared? Standing in front of an audience and delivering a speech. 
Every year I receive many invitations by schools asking me to speak to their students. Usually I reject these invitations, because I just don’t want to speak. Today, however, I had to come, because I am talking about peace. I have been travelling around the world and making movies for more than 40 years. Travelling has taught me a lot, and I have come to ask myself why do people hate each other and engage in fighting? Instead of fighting we should reach out to and help each other. This is something I did not understand, and I asked myself what should I do? I am just a normal person and not Superman ... 
Yet, I realised that I have to do something, and I started to write my own scripts – like Rumble in the Bronx. The casting for the movie took place in the Bronx, and my casting crew sent me nearly unexceptionally black people. But I wanted my cast to be much more diverse and also include Chinese, French and Italian. By doing so I wanted to send out a message and show the audience that good or bad people can be found everywhere, regardless of their origin.
In my movies I want to show that everybody can be the bad guy and the audience seems to respond to it. As long as the person is bad and gets beaten, the viewers clap encouragingly, even though the bad guy is one of their own. In my movies aggression is usually retaliated with aggression demonstrating that when you hit people, you will be hit back, which, on the contrary, means that when you help people you will receive help in return. That is the reason why people will help you, when you help them. So, we should rather help each other instead of fight against each other. 
When I think about natural disasters like the tsunami or the earthquake in Sichuan, I was so happy to see that people from all around the world had come to offer their help.  That is what we want. Let’s do it together and make the world a place of peace. That is why I have come today and talk with you. Thank you. 
Question:

Since you are an inspiration for the Asian as well as American film industry, I am curious if you had someone who inspired you in your career, and who is your role model? 
Jackie Chan:

Yes, Bruce Lee was one of my great inspirations, when I was young. I remember working with him, when he was already a big star, and I was a stuntman. I always wanted to be him one day, but I thought it to be impossible and that there is no way I am ever going to be a star like him. However, after Bruce Lee’s sudden death, I became a big star just over night. Other people that have inspired me are artists like Buster Keaton and Harold Lloyd. 
My role model and hero for the last years though has been Superman. I wish I could have his strength to not having to stand by helplessly in the light of a disaster. After the tsunami hit Indonesia, I remember standing there, seeing all the devastation and homeless people. I just was standing there with tears in my eyes thinking that I am useless. I did not know what to do and how to help them. I came to help, but now I am standing there like one of them, entirely unable to do anything. Henceforward, Superman became my hero. The real heroes, however, are all the people who fly in immediately in the aftermath of a disaster and provide emergency relief.     

Question:

In your video you say that one of the most important aspects of world peace is education. Would you say that education is the most important aspect and if not, what are the other things that build world peace?
Jackie Chan:

I believe education to be one of the most important aspects to build world peace, because when I was young I could not go to school. I was born into a very poor family and it was impossible to receive a proper education. I even could not read my own language, and I just learned martial arts every day. I became a child actor, when I was six years old, and I did not have time for school anymore – there was only time for sleeping, training and shooting the movie. 
But when I became a star, I realised that I need more education. I should be able to speak and write in English. Even at the present day, I still regret never having received a good education, and that is why I believe that you guys are very lucky. You have the chance to learn from the best teachers form around the world. You also have a good family that supports you. I encourage you to study hard. Trust me. You only have to study hard for maybe two or three years, but you can use it all your life. 
It makes me sad to see children who do not want to go to school, because I know that one day they will be uneducated like me. That is the reason why I promote education and build schools for young children. That is why I am building schools in Sichuan. 
There are so many sad stories in Sichuan, and their parents know that if the children can attend school, they can support the family, when they are grown ups. So, the parents take every effort to enable their children to get a proper education. 
For example, a father stops farming in the morning to bring his children to school, and since there is no public transport, they have to walk for five hours to get to the school. Coming back late in the afternoon, the father takes on his work until late at night. Some areas in China are so mountainous and remote that you have to walk a long distance to reach the next school. That is why we are building more schools in the region, to narrow the distance from five to maybe two hours of walking. Some families are so poor that the children have to support them by working in the fields and thus cannot attend school.   

When I started building schools with the project “one dollar builds a school”, my aim was to build 100 schools in the next few years. Unfortunately it was impossible to implement it, because, admittedly, building a school is easy, but running a school is very difficult. We cannot just build a school today, and the students come in tomorrow. To build up a functioning infrastructure there are many things needed like all the tables, chairs, books and computers. In cold regions like Mongolia and Tibet we also have to provide warm clothes and shoes and jackets. Therefore we need help from many people. Luckily I have fans from all over the world, and when I appeal for help, they contribute and send me money. 
When people started to give me money, I decided to double the amount they are donating. For every dollar I receive, I give two. Many of the donations that I receive come together with wonderful drawings from students and young children. I have thoroughly collected all these beautiful paintings and converted it into wall paper covering the walls of the Jackie Chan museum. Representatives of my foundation are travelling around the world to identify appropriate projects and to make sure that the donated money is invested purposefully. I invite all of you to join me one day and become involved in “one dollar builds a school”.    
Nowadays, of course, people give me much more than one dollar. I receive so many donations that I almost regret to have made the promise of giving two for every dollar I collect. My colleague once asked me: “Jackie, when do you stop?” I will go on until I am broke, was my reply. I cannot stop. My goal is to have a bank account of zero when I die. Luxury goods have become a burden for me, and I frequently organize auctions to sell these things and raise money for charity. I auction whatever I can. 
The multitude of sad stories in this world is what makes me continue to do charity. Once I learned through the media of a teacher whose legs are crippled from the knee downwards. He was unable to walk, but still he dragged himself to school everyday for 45 years to teach the children. To reach the school he could not take a normal road, but he had to cross rivers and hike up and down the mountains. I really have to thank the media in that case, because without their coverage I never would have heard the story. As soon as I learned of his plight, I immediately went there to help him getting an operation. His crippled legs were removed and he received a proper protease. These kinds of people are true heroes for me. 
Today’s media, however, is different, and especially the American, English and Hong Kong media usually never report about such stories. Their only focus is tabloid, like Jackie Chan has been seen having dinner with a girl, or Stallone is getting a divorce. But that is none of their business, and it is of none importance to the world. 
I always tell the media to please report something that is worth knowing about. For example about Operation smile in Vietnam whose work I have been supporting for the past 20 years. For many years my only contribution was to donate money until I recently joined the operation room for the first time and helped the doctor rectifying a child’s face who suffered of cleft lips. Children with cleft lips cannot talk well, neither can they eat or drink properly. They are embarrassed of their situation and are often treated as outcasts. When the operation was finished and I walked out of the operation room, the spot light was all on me and hundreds of photographs were being taken. However, when the doctor who has been helping the project for the past 20 years left the room, there was maybe one photographer who bothered to take a picture. I even believe that if his camera would not have been digital, he would not even have wasted a shot. 

So, I encourage anybody who studies about media to be aware of its ethical responsibility, since we really ought to have media that report more about the positive and uncover where help is being needed. I believe that there are so many people who want to be doing something good, but who just cannot find the proper way to do so. That is why the media should act as an inspiring example. 
Seeing the plight of other people makes me very sad, and these are the only kind of things that make me cry. I never cried when I hurt my body or broke my bones during filming. However, it is important that we are not just emotionally touched by the misery of others, but that we also start to act immediately. I always wonder how many people I can help, and that is why I continue travelling, because I want to help people. 
I always want to help as many people as possible. Sometimes I am overwhelmed and feel helpless, because I just cannot help everybody. The calamities around the world are just so big to help everybody at once is impossible. Yet, important is that you help. If you can help only one person, then please do it. This person can be your friend, your neighbour or anybody else. Always remember that: When you have a better life, think about other people and care for their well-being. If the whole world would reach out a helping hand, then everybody would have a better life, and fighting would become redundant. Fighting is a result of misunderstanding, and that is why we have to promote understanding among our cultures. But I alone cannot do much, I need your help. Why did the Berlin Wall finally come down? Because of people’s hearts desiring and longing for change. If everybody would stand up and demand peace, then the whole world would be at peace. 

I truly believe in helping each other and it has become my philosophy. When I was young, I was very poor, and I remember receiving food and clothes donations from the Red Cross every month. When I was nine years old, I received a jacket from a priest, and I joyfully grabbed the priest and said: “Thank you so much.” But he replied by saying: “Don’t thank me. I am just representing somebody to give you food and provide you clothing. Just remember that one day when you have the strength, go and help other people.” Soon, however, I forgot the words of the priest. When I turned 19, I had become very famous, I was already a millionaire. I did not remember the words of the priest anymore, and I spend all my money buying expensive jewellery and fast cars. At daytime I crushed a Porsche, and at night time I crushed a Mercedes Benz, the next day I just bought a new one. 

Many years had to pass by until I thought of the priest again. I was filming in former Yugoslavia, and after a grave accident I found myself close to death in a hospital room. I became to realize that I could die just like that. I started to ask myself what I have done for the society, for the world. And the answer was: nothing. I decided that if I will recover, I will go back helping other people. After ten more days in a Parisian hospital I went back to Hong Kong and started the Jackie Chan Foundation. That was the point when I started to help and when charity became my teacher. Charity changed my life, and it taught me to become a good person.   
Question: 

How long have you been with UNICEF, and how can you describe your role? 

Jackie Chan: 

For five years I have been a Goodwill Ambassador for UNICEF. When I realized the effect I have on so many young children, I wanted to use that capacity wisely and constructively. As soon as I finish a movie, I fulfill my commitments as a Goodwill Ambassador and visit many projects working with children all over the world. I always tell them about the last words my father used to say to me before he went to Australia. At the airport my father said to me that he was sorry for never teaching me anything. Then he looked in my eyes, staring at me earnestly, and said: “There are three things you never should do: Never become involved in crime, drugs or gambling.” These words never left my mind again, and I adhered to them unwaveringly. I also want to share these three things with you, and I hope that you will remember them.  

Question: 

What do you think about the term “global citizen”?  

The term global citizen is intrinsically linked with responsibility. For example, we were filming in Rotterdam, and one of my stunt guys dropped a piece of paper on the street. I courteously reminded him with a gentle kick of his responsibility to keep Rotterdam as clean as his home town. Being a global citizen involves a great degree of respect, sensitivity and caring for each other. It involves the recognition that the world belongs to everybody and that no place should be exclusively reserved for one kind of people. Thailand belongs to you as it belongs to me. When we look upon the earth from the moon, we will see no boundaries. I have always wondered why we have borders. I genuinely hope that one day we will be able to travel and move freely around this planet. I do not know if that is ever going to happen, and I might be dreaming too much, yet I keep on dreaming.

Question: 

Are there any other global issues that you have a heart for and that you just want to solve?
Jackie Chan:

So many! Really, so many. But sometimes I just do not know how. I want to use my charitable work to connect the world. Most of the work that I am doing is very low-key, and I hope that one day my work will bear fruits and that people understand what I am doing. 
I would like to start some projects in South Korea as well as in North Korea. After the tsunami disaster in 2004 I organised a big charity concert in Hong Kong together with many other celebrities. We worked for seven days and nights without sleeping and eventually raised five million which we presented to the Indonesian President. China and Indonesia have been constantly engaged in quarrels over the past years. Thus, I deliberately chose Indonesia as the beneficiary country, because I wanted to promote understanding between our countries and help diminish prejudices.       
Question:

What do you think we should do to encourage high school students to contribute to charity?

Jackie Chan:

Right know my only advice to you is to learn and study hard. When you have more time, then you can start contributing and helping other people. Become a volunteer for three month or for one year and work in countries like Vietnam and Cambodia. You can use your summer vacations to volunteer and get involved in charitable work.
Giving yourself away for the well-being of others can effect your live very positively and initiate a wonderful change. Just like it happened to me and my son. My son’s only interest was getting the latest technology like computers and so forth, until he came back from Bangkok where he volunteered for some time. He took 500,000 from his bank account and donated it to the Red Cross. Stunned by that drastic and unexpected act of philanthropy, I asked him why? He replied that he realized that he does not need another computer, because he already has one. “The people I worked with are in much greater need of securing their basic human needs than I am in need of a new computer.” 
So, again I appeal to you that whenever you have free time, please use it deliberately and volunteer. Volunteer for the International Peace Foundation, for Operation Smile or any organization of your choice. Become a role model for the society and a shining example within your family. 
Question: 

How well do you think you use your movies to convey messages of world peace or messages that help people around the world?

Jackie Chan:
Nowadays I try to use my movies to convey a message and promote peace. In the old days movies like Drunken Master did not contain any message. The whole movie was only about drinking and fighting. In order to correct that message, I produced Drunken Master 2, because I felt that I have a responsibility for the audience who watch my movies. Drunken Master 2, on the contrary to Drunken Master 1, conveys a message of not drinking and not fighting. I felt very comfortable after producing Drunken Master 2, because I could correct my message and express a better one. Most of the time, when people watch my movies, they see only great stunts and a lot of action. But each movie also contains a dialogue which communicates a certain message.  
Question: 

Do you think you would have a different mentality and philosophy if you had not participated in martial arts, when you were a young kid? 
Jackie Chan: 
I don’t know, but I think that martial arts can really change a person. A very good example is the son of Will Smith. For his new movie Kung Fu Kid he received training from my students, and after four months of training Will Smith came to me and said: “Thank you so much, my son changed a lot.” Apparently, the training in martial arts taught him some discipline and respect for elders. I think that practicing martial arts helped me to develop a certain mental attitude, and it also helped me to protect myself against bullies from my school. When I was young, I was always bullied by other students and because of that I never bullied anyone and my aim was always to protect the weaker ones. 
When I started to travel around the world, seeing all this injustice, I always asked why, why, why? Why are things like that? Why is there so much injustice? Then, after the serious accident during the filming in former Yugoslavia, I stopped asking why and just started to do something. If I am unable to help everybody, then at least I am going to help one person. Doing something good for other people is what makes me happy and what let’s me sleep tight and comfortable at night. 
Question:

You have been travelling around for so long promoting Chinese culture. How would you consider yourself: cultureless, Chinese or international? 

Jackie Chan:

Over the years I have cultivated the desire to promote the Chinese culture wherever I go. I think that everybody should promote his or her own culture since it contributes to the building of respect for and between different cultures. I also use my movies to promote my culture and love for my own country. 

Question: 
What is the most valuable thing in your life?

Jackie Chan:

Most valuable for me is all the art that I collected through “one dollar builds a school”. When I receive donations for the project, I also receive a lot of letters and drawings, mainly from children. This is beautiful art work, and you can learn a lot from it. You can learn why these young children already start to become involved in charity and donate money. My favorite within this wonderful collection is a drawing from a three year old girl from England who donated one dime to the project. 

Question:

Do you think increased technology and the modernised world is the reason for increased poverty?

Jackie Chan:

Yes, definitely yes. Sometimes I think that our technology is developing too quickly and that it would be better to slow down a bit. Technology should be used wisely for the betterment of humankind and not for the development of high-tech weapons. We need technologies that epitomize peace rather than destruction and devastation.    

We have to use our resources wisely and sustainable. For example, the water we consume everyday out of plastic bottles: These bottles can be reused several times just by writing your name on it. Once you are about to throw the bottle away, squeeze it tightly to save space. If you cannot finish the bottle, then use the remaining water and water the flower or tree next to you. It is important that we are using our precious earthly resources responsibly and efficiently. 
 Question: 

What is your ultimate goal in life? 

Jackie Chan: 

It alters each year - when I was young I always wanted to work as a stunt coordinator. That was my dream, and I followed it day by day. I remember watching every move of the stunt coordinator in my first movies. Within only two years I became the youngest stunt coordinator in Asia. I just followed my dream every day and worked very hard. When everybody on the set was already sleeping, you still could find me in the training room rehearsing ceaselessly new moves and stunts until early morning.   

My goals and attitude changed after the accident in Yugoslavia. Previously I often postponed things to the next day, saying that I will do it tomorrow. Now I don’t think about tomorrow anymore, and I do whatever I can do today. Tomorrow is an uncertainty, and you never know what is going to happen. Therefore I do and give the best I can everyday. Please keep that in mind when you think of your studies. I know it is not always easy and that it sometimes takes a great effort, but it is only for a few years and you can use it all your life.   
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Question: 

How is the film industry in Hong Kong developing? 

Jackie Chan: 
I am afraid to say that the Hong Kong Film industry is slowly disappearing. In the past the industry produced about 200 to 300 movies a year, now it is probably less than 30. 
A big problem which the industry has to cope with is piracy. As soon as a movie is released a pirate copy is available too, and nobody even thinks of watching the movie in cinema. That is one reason why the Hong Kong film industry vanishes; it is not lucrative anymore to produce movies. Moreover the big companies had left Hong Kong to China since China’s film industry is on the rise, exhibiting a significant increase every year. At the moment there are about 6000 theatres in China, but new cinemas are mushrooming and with it the audience. China has become the big market, and slowly but surely all Hong Kong film companies are drifting to China. 

Question: 

You are one of Hong Kong’s favourite sons, and I would like to know your opinion of Hong Kong post handover?

Jackie Chan: 

Basically I am very happy that Hong Kong returned to China, because during the time of British rule I did not know who I was. I was a Chinese living under British Law, but I was not British. After Hong Kong was returned to China I could start to feel Chinese and identify as a Chinese national, which makes me very happy.   

In the post-handover period the government granted its people new freedoms, and these freedoms have been abused by some people which can have detrimental effects on society as a whole. I believe that people need to have self-discipline to think not only of themselves in their actions, but also to think of the good of their community and country. I do not mean that too much freedom is bad, but that people who abuse it cause a loss of freedom for all and that if only people act with discipline and responsibility then everyone will be better off in the long-run.   

Question:  

Sometimes the media politicized your statements and you became a victim of your own words. Especially your environmental work has often been connected to some political issues. You said earlier that you do not want to involve yourself in politics, how do you separate your charitable work and politics? 

Jackie Chan:

I do not like politics, but people always connect my work to political issues. My intention has never been any political lobbying yet, as you said correctly, my work and statements have often been politicized by the media.   

But I do not care, and I continue doing whatever I feel that I have to do. I want the people to see what I am doing and that my only purpose is to help. I do not need any more publicity; I am famous and rich enough, but I want to use my resources purposefully for the benefit of others. 

When I do charitable work I also do something good for my heart, and that is how I can give love to the people I meet, and I hope that they feel it, too. Wherever I travel and whomever I meet, I come with an open and loving heart. And I receive so much love in return that my heart carries more back home than with what I came. Everybody I meet becomes my teacher, and I learn so many things from charity. I learn so much from the kids I meet, and I treasure every smile in my memory.  

Question: 

My question is related to Bollywood since you did a film with the Bollywood actress Mallika Sherawat and you also recently attended the film premier of Dasavatharam which stars one of Bollywood’s best actors, Kamal Hassan. I would like to know whether you have ever thought about doing something in Bollywood where you have a huge fan base. 

Jackie Chan: 

I know that I have a big fan base in India, and since it has the second biggest film industry in the world I am planning to make a movie in cooperation with an Indian film company. Last year I already was supposed to shoot a movie in China with an Indian cooperation, but we could not do it because of the financial crisis. I really want to produce a movie with Bollywood since I enjoy singing and dancing. I really enjoyed the movie “Slumdog Millionaire”, and I think that there should be more movies which educate the audience about the plight of other people. 

Question: 

You promised to make a film about Cambodia, and I would like to ask you when will you do it? 

Jackie Chan:

Yes, I am planning to shoot a movie in Cambodia, but at this point in time I still do not know when. 5 years ago when I was in Cambodia I immediately wrote a script when I came home. I really wanted to help when I saw the victims of the landmines which saddened me a lot. I came back the next year with two script writers, and we stayed for 3 weeks doing research, and we wrote a whole script. The script was very touching and also very shocking, and I did not know if I could speak openly about such a sensitive issue. I was unsure if I could let the world know that Cambodia still has a lot of landmines. 
The movie shall raise awareness about the victims of landmines in Cambodia, and I can already tell you the end of the story. At the end of the movie I am in a college speaking to students. A student asks me why I am not helping whereupon I show my amputated legs meaning that I was helping cleaning the land of mines and then lost my legs. 

Question: 

My question refers to the political crisis in Thailand and Cambodia. What can we do to ensure a peaceful solution? 

Jackie Chan: 

My charitable work takes me to many countries, and last year I was invited by UNICEF to visit East Timor. There are two rival groups who have been constantly engaged in quarrels and fights. UNICEF asked for my help, but I was unsure what to do and how I could help these groups to settle their disputes peacefully and creatively. Since I was famous among them for my skills in martial arts, we decided to have a big martial arts training workshop for both groups at the same time. It created a sense of togetherness and provided a safe space to address their grievances peacefully and creatively. In the light of the political crisis between Thailand and Cambodia it is important to create a safe place where a sincere and open dialogue can occur.  

Why do countries have to fight against each other? It is important for us to understand that we can choose our friend, but that we cannot choose our neighbour. We have to treat our neighbour respectfully, try to understand his needs and nurture a relationship that is based on trust, sincerity and mutual understanding. 

When two countries are fighting against each other, it will always be at the expenses of the people. The people who prefer to live in peaceful co-existence with their neighbour are the ones who will be suffering the most. Sometimes I just want the presidents of two countries to go in the ring, put on their boxing cloves and fight! Let them bleed and avoid the bloodshed of millions of innocent people. 

Question: 

Of all the projects you have done and of all the problems you have seen around the world, what is the one project or problem that you think is the most important? The thing that everybody should get involved in or that we need to fix immediately?

Jackie Chan: 

I think it is difficult to make a selection since every problem is worth the attention. 

Twenty years ago I became involved in Operation Smile, and I have been working with them ever since. It made me very sad to see the children suffering of cleft lip or palate and how they were treated by their environment. The disease is like a curse in many countries, and the stigmatization outcasts the children from social life. The parents often are hiding the child and thus prevent it from going to school and receiving a proper education. If they are sent to school, they are being picked on by their fellow students. I saw children who were so ashamed of their cleft lip that they desperately tried to avoid eating in front of people. This physical deformation makes it hard for them to eat and drink properly, which is the reason why many children are quite skinny. Operation Smile is a very worthwhile course to support and I will continue supporting them. 

Another remarkable course is the Orbis project whose mission is to eliminate avoidable blindness in developing countries. They also provide glasses for children with bad sight which do not cost more than two Dollars. Only two dollars and a child is able to read and learn. 

I remember a story of a girl who had scars all over her face, because she was beaten up by her mother. The reason for that ill treatment was the critic her teacher exerted upon the child. He said that she is not concentrating which made her perform badly at school. The mother was furious and beat the girl for being such a poor student, until one day in sport class her teacher found out that she hardly can see. He asked her whether she had told her mother about it, but the girls just grabbed the teachers arm and begged him: “Please do not tell my mom about it. My family is very poor, and we do not have the money to buy glasses”. The teacher took the girl back to her mother and told her about her daughter’s plight which made her beg for forgiveness for the constant beating. There are many more of such stories were the family simply cannot afford comparatively cheap glasses.      

When I became involved in Orbit I raised two million dollars for the organisation, but there are about 18 million children who are directly affected. It is overwhelming for me and I always think that it is too big. How to help everybody? Yet, even if we cannot help everybody it is important that we help and though the contribution seems just like a drop in the ocean, it will make a difference.

There are so many things in this world that need our attention. In Cambodia, for example, I can think of the victims of landmines. I can think of the hundreds of natural disasters that are happing, killing or severely injuring thousands of people and making even more homeless. Apart from that, we also have to work on a more subtle level and promote an infrastructure for peace. I think that, especially right know, the promotion of peace is very important. 

But where to start? There are so many problems that we easily can get lost and do nothing. We should not make it that complicated and just start supporting, even though our contribution seems to be insignificant. If you cannot help 100 people than at least help one. I know that everybody has a good heart, but we sometimes think that we do not have the time to do something. This is why I am willing to become a bridge, and I invite you to support my work. 

Question: 

Today you visited the Mercy Centre of Father Joe Maier, why is it important for you to give your support to such a centre in Bangkok? 

Jackie Chan: 

This centre reminded me of my own childhood when I was a poor boy living in similar conditions. The Red Cross came regularly and supplied us with food and clothes. I know that such visits make the children and elderly people happy alike. I just came back from Taiwan where I supported a literacy project by donating money for books as well as some vehicles to an old age centre.   

Question:
Three years ago you publicly criticized the use of products made out of tigers. You said that when we stop buying these products, the killing will stop as well. What are your thoughts on that issue now?  

Jackie Chan: 

After I became a spokesperson for the protection of tigers, I soon joined and supported many other projects working for the protection of rhinos, elephants and sharks. I learned about the senselessness and cruelty of the animal trade in China, which is being kept alive by ancient Chinese traditions and is being exploited by ruthless business people. Many Chinese do not trust the new technologies and are thus resorting to, for example, the use of tiger bones and shark fines to cure diseases or to make the body and mind stronger. We have to raise awareness about these unethical practices to encourage more people to speak out and eventually stop the exploitation of animals. 

Question: 

How aware are you of your responsibility as an actor to raise awareness about certain causes to the public, and how do you use your celebrity status to do so? 

Jackie Chan: 

I try to be an ambassador for many good causes. I am constantly involved in various projects which often leaves me exhausted and tired. This morning, for example, I visited two schools and spoke for about four hours, but when I went back to the hotel I couldn’t sleep because I am so excited about the things I do.  

We have a responsibility as a celebrity to raise awareness about certain issues. I see many of my American colleagues working tirelessly for charity while keeping a low profile. I also kept a very low profile during the early stages of my charitable work. I was always hiding from the press, because I did not want to exploit charity for my own publicity. Yet, one day a reporter said to me that I should not be hiding and that I have to use my status to create awareness about the charities I am supporting. He asked me to be a leading example whose good deeds will be emulated by other people and thus more people become involved in charitable work. From that date I started to follow his advice, and now I am not hiding anymore. 

Question: 

Since your movies are often full of comedy, how do you think films and comedies can help people from other cultures to understand each other and promote peace through those means?  

Jackie Chan: 

Film is an important tool to educate the audience about different cultures and to promote understanding between cultures. Everyone knows about American culture which is a result of their strong music and film industry, but who knows for example about the Thai or Chinese culture? People may know about Genghis Khan, but nobody knows about San Guo, the three kingdoms, thereby China has such a distinct history. 
I have recognized the significance of the medium film to convey messages to the audience. I am preparing a documentary about some dialogues of my recent movies which contained a certain message. During the last years I have always tried to promote my culture in my movies, even if it was just by wearing traditional clothes. Cultural ignorance is a great source of misunderstanding, and therefore it is so important to promote cultural awareness and respect among each other. Film is a medium that can sensitize us culturally and promote understanding of other values, traditions and customs. 

Question: 

What goes through your mind when you are doing stunts like in the movie ‘Who am I’? 

Jackie Chan: 

Doing a stunt is a responsibility for me to show the audience what I can and what I cannot do. There was one stunt in the movie of which I thought that I am going to die when I do it, but I always have great trust and confidence in myself when I do stunts. 

Many of my stunts are very dangerous, and every time when I am doing a stunt I am really scared, but I just have to do it. 

My stunts contain another message which I try to convey by showing the outtakes at the end of the movie. Many of my stunts are quite painful to my body, but the more I get hurt the more I want to do it. I never shy away of anything even though it causes me pain. The message I want to show is that you should not get intimidated too easily and that you should never give up, because you can do whatever you want. 

Question: 

Do you realise that your special kind of English encourages students to speak who otherwise would not speak because they feel that their English is not perfect? 

Jackie Chan: 

I was born in Hong Kong growing up speaking only Cantonese. After I became famous I spent some time living in different countries. When I was just 9 years I lived in Bangkok, and I also learned some Thai because at that time nobody spoke English. I also lived in Korea and Taiwan, and since nobody spoke English either I learned some Korean and Taiwanese. So I grew up learning a lot of languages apart from English.  

Suddenly I became an international star and Hollywood was interested in me. I stayed in America for 2 years and just studied English, which was so difficult for me. I remember making my first movies in English about 15 years ago. Even the easiest sentence was very difficult for me, and I had to rehearse very hard for every dialogue. Even now I cannot speak English.
I often did not know when it was my turn to speak or act, and I felt like being a machine which was directed around by other people. My words did not come naturally, and I felt like it was not me anymore. If you watch the movie ‘Big Brawl’ you will see me acting like a machine, and since not many people watched the movie anyway I decided to just forget about the American market, and I said: “That is not me.” 

Yet, I returned and I started listening to music to improve my English. Luckily rap was not famous at that time, because I simply do not understand a word they are saying. So I listened to songs like ‘You are always on my mind’ which was good because I could say this to the girls. I also watched English news and covered the Chinese subtitles with a stick to concentrate on the language, and when I caught up a word I did not understand, I looked it up in the dictionary. I also asked my friends to correct me whenever I said something wrong. That is how I learned English. 

Nowadays when I go to Hollywood I say: Look, this is Jackie Chan English, and you either understand it or not. For the movie ‘Around the world in 80 days’ I was working with a British crew for five months. I got accustomed to the British dialect, and it started marking off on me. When I began speaking with a British accent, the crew yelled at me: “We don’t want British English, we want Jackie Chan English.”      

Question: 

It is easier for young people to understand peace than for old people. What can we do to sensitise the older generations to become more peaceful and find peace in their hearts? 

Jackie Chan: 

I think that the media is an important tool to sensitize the older generations to become more peaceful. The young people can still be educated in schools and universities, but for everyone else we have to use a different medium of education, and the most influential and easiest to access is the media. I remember learning a lot about other countries by watching National Geographic and documentaries. It is especially important that the tabloid press, which is very dominant in our current media paradigm, recognizes its social responsibility and becomes involved in the promotion of meaningful issues such as peace and charity. 
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